
 

 

   
  

 
               

            
       

               
   

  
          

       
               

 
  

   
    

  
   

 
  

               
         

 
     

                      
  

 
                  

  

MIT List Center 
Richard Fleischner 

Artist Richard Fleischner's work blurs the lines between art and landscape design, between the natural 
and man-made environment. His design for Upper Courtyard was part of the groundbreaking 
collaboration between architect I.M. Pei and artist Kenneth Noland and Scott Burton for the design of the 
Wiesner building in 1985. Upper Courtyard was to define the space between Wiesner and the soon-to-be-
built health services building across the way. 
Richard Fleischner: "Very early on, I became focused on having to deal with these relationships that 
existed between the buildings. I don't start with models or drawings. I start in the actual space and will 
string lines that represent important axes, will establish planes with plywood." 
To direct movement through the courtyard, Fleischner laid out a checkerboard pattern of paving stones 
that echoed the geometry of Pei's building. Many of his design implementations were subtle 
enhancements to the landscape, including adjusting the grade of the landscape and adding carefully 
selected plantings. Benches and other seating placed strategically throughout the space provide 
opportunities for rest and contemplation. 
"My primary concern remains providing a destination. And that means that it's a place at which one does 
not necessarily have to continue through." 
In 2010, MIT completed a new building, the Media Lab and SA+P extension that had necessitated the 
redesign of Fleischner's Lower Courtyard. So Fleischner was asked to readdress the space as part of the 
MIT Percent-For-Art for the new building. His solution? A pair of cast concrete arcs that provide seating 
while framing the pedestrian access through the space. 
"Several people have commented to me that when they have spent time there, there really is like a 
vibration at the point of stasis. 
Working at a place like MIT is what I like. I don't like the preciousness of art. I don't like prescriptive works 
that tell you to stand here to experience the experience. I like to do something that is very unauthored, 
that's sort of taken for granted. It's accepted as part of a larger context." 
To learn more about I.M. Pei's Wiesner building as well as Scott Burton's and Kenneth Nolan's artwork for 
the building's atrium, please look for the identifying signage. 




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		check_richard_fleischner_cell_qr.plain_doc.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Emily Garner


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 28


		Failed: 1





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Failed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
